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Call for your fre
e consult.

The last remnant of the Dewey 
Decimal System, a classification 
system suited for a different time 
perhaps, will fade away at Flagstaff 
Academy’s Library Media Center 
(LMC) by the end of the year. 
The classification system is already 
being phased out at many public li-
braries, schools and universities—
to be replaced by classification 
systems that fit the browsing styles 
of today’s patrons, or similar to 
what’s found in book stores, where 
books are alphabetized by author 
within a section, such as religion, 
or nature and science. 

Students in the LMC already 
browse fiction books by genre. 
They seek out their favorite series, 
and then easily browse the shelves 
in the same section for books in 
the genre they like. Authors aren’t 
as important as whether a book 
is science fiction, mystery or a 
graphic novel, according to Denise 
von Minden, Flagstaff ’s librarian. 
Many students are not familiar 
with the Dewey Decimal System, 
which uses numbers to designate 
how a book is classified, which is 
less intuitive than simply brows-

ing in a specific section. As more 
online resources are used, the less 
students are relying on the library 
for copies of physical books.

“The way kids search for books 
is similar to how they search 
in bookstores—by interest and 

Flagstaff Academy Phases 
Out Dewey Decimal System

BY LISA KREBS
Editorial@lhvc.com

Student filmmakers and their 
fans descended on Niwot High 
School on March 28 for the inau-
gural Niwot Student Film Festival, 
which served as both a fundraiser 
for the NHS Education Founda-
tion and a showcase for local talent. 

The event used a traditional 
film festival format, with work-
shops held in the early afternoon, 
followed by two sessions of screen-
ings and an awards ceremony. 
During each screening, films were 
shown in groups of three and four, 
and each group was followed by a 
question-and-answer session with 
the filmmakers themselves.

“It felt really professional,” said 
Gunbarrel resident Celia Tewey, a 
freshman filmmaker from Fairview 
High School whose animated film 
“Forests” won a judge’s award.

Over 60 short films were sub-
mitted, and the best 30 were select-
ed by a jury of local movie-making 
professionals to be screened at the 
festival. The filmmakers showcased 
were from seven local schools, 
and represented a rich diversity of 
ethnic and socioeconomic back-
grounds. “The reality is that film 

making draws in a diverse group 
of people,” explained festival com-
mittee member and Niwot High 
School parent Kathy Sniffins. “It 
brings in many types of interests, 
and we tie those interests by film 
making.”

Jurors scored each selected film 
on its technical merit. These scores 
were used to give a judge’s award in 
each of six film categories: action, 

animation, comedy, documentary, 
drama and experimental/music. 
In addition, audience members 
used ballots to rate each film. A 
combination of the popular vote 
and judges’ scores was used to 
determine the Best of the Festival 
award.

This year’s Best of the Festival 

BY JENNIFER SIMMS
JenniferS@lhvc.com

NHS Festival Screens Student Films 

Photo by Jennifer Simms

Student filmmakers (from left) Oleg Shprengel, Evan Grainger, Garrett 
Mars and Niels Snow talk about their films during the Q & A of the first 
screening at the Niwot High School Education Foundation-sponsored 
Student Film Festival. 
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award went to Fairview junior Josh 
Whitaker for his film, “Blink,” 
about a girl who falls asleep and 
becomes trapped in her dreams. 
Katherine Snow, also a member of 
the festival committee, applauded 
the film. “The cinematography 
was high quality and it had a really 
original idea.”

Whitaker learned of the fes-
tival from an article in the Daily 
Camera and wanted to participate, 
because it sounded like fun. “I 
think being able to submit for free 
is a really important part of run-
ning a student film festival, since 
student filmmakers are so strapped 
for money, and it gives everyone a 
chance to submit,” Whitaker said. 
He also loved the atmosphere of 
the festival. “You could tell a lot 
of effort was put into it, from the 
film-styled snacks to the t-shirts 
and goodie bags.”

Thanks to donations from 
local families and businesses, the 
festival committee was able to 
cover operating costs, as well as 

provide prize money and gift bags 
for the filmmakers. Profits from 
ticket sales went to support the 
NHS Education Foundation. For 
the committee, the focus of the 
event was always the education of 
students.

“Our goal was to get as many 
students involved in as many ways 
as possible,” said Sniffins. Festival 
organizers worked hard to promote 
the festival at local schools and 
through the newspaper. Not only 
did students submit films, but they 
also created the trophies, managed 
the website, updated the twitter 
feed and designed the logo.

Judges Award winners included 
NHS students Zane Sniffin for 
“P.I.G.” (action), Anders Minor for 
“The Snow Day” (comedy), and 
Niels Snow for “Pyrophoric” (ex-
perimental). People’s Choice winners 
from NHS included Oleg Shprengel 
for “Conditions May Vary” (action), 
Chris Beausire for “The long Crawl” 
(animation) and Riley Ferrero for “In 
the Way” (experimental).

With the curtains closed on this 
year’s festival, Snow and Sniffins are 
already making plans for next year. 
They hope to make the event even 
more festive and are interested in 
showcasing student photography 

as well. “It’s a good sign that after a 
marathon effort on Saturday, we all 
looked at each other and said, ‘let’s 
do it again,’” said Snow. And based 

on the positive feedback they’ve 
received from students and parents, 
they are certain their audience will 
be clamoring for a sequel. 
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Kristi Anderson, MPT

LaVista Place, Niwot
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genre first, author second,” said 
von Minden. “Often, [students 
aren’t] even looking for the author. 
They’re looking for a series. For 
non-fiction, they are looking at 
online databases and articles be-
fore they search for a book.”

The nonfiction section in the 
LMC is the last Dewey Decimal 
system holdout. The section is 
being re-classified by topic, with 
the shift happening by the end of 
the school year.

Flagstaff ’s move to a new 
genre-and-topic-based classifica-
tion system is similar to the one 
already being used by the St. Vrain 
Valley School District and other 
libraries. Many public libraries 
no longer classify fiction books 
using the Dewey Decimal system 
either, also taking the book-store 
browsing approach.

“It’s an easier browsing expe-
rience for kids,” continued von 
Minden. “It’s more personal and 
approachable, and it helps them 
find and connect to the books 
they’re interested in sooner. It’s 
a modern approach to finding 
books.” 
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